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1 . This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of . 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also acconq>anied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

(sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of 16 



. ^eets, as follows: 



□ 



sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16. and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. 1 and the 
Supplemental Box. 

\y rn (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

, containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). _™ 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Box No. I Basis of the report 

I I Box No. n Priority 

I I Box No. m Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

I I Box No. IV Lackofunity of invention 

1^ Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial s^plicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

I I Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

I I BoxNo. Vn Certain defects in the international application 

I I Box No. Vni Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on tiie international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 



I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is language of a translation furnished for &e purpose of: 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1(b)) 

I I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

I I international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



2. With regard to the elements of the intemational application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

I ] The intemational application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 

6 , as originally fUed/fumished 



1-5, 7-10 



pages* 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



08 January 2004 (08.01.2004) 



the claims: 
pages 



M2 



, as originally filed/fimdshed 
, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
receivedby this Authority on 08 January 2004 (08.01.2004) 
received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 
pages 



1-9 



, as originally filed/furnished 



pages 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Siq)plemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of. 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (ipccSj!^: 

1 I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): . 



I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages » 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs . 



I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): ^ 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded, " 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 

Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 

Claims 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 

Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 

Docioment 1: JP 2001-94981 A (Toshiba Corp.)/ 6 April 

2001, entire text, all drawings 
Document 2: JP 2000-332829 A (Nippon Telegraph and 

Telephone Corp.)/ 30 November 2000, entire 

text, all drawings 
Dociament 3: JP 2002-141937 A (NEC Corp.)/ 17 May 2002, 

paragraphs [0024] - [0054] 
Document 4: JP 2000-2 95272 A (Ricoh Co., Ltd.), 20 

October 2000, entire text, all drawings 
Document 5: JP 6-284148 A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 7 October 

1994, entire text, all drawings 
Document 6: JP 9-214936 A (Nippon Telegraph and Telephone 

Corp.), 15 August 1997, entire text, all 

drawings 

Document 7: JP 2001-36655 A (Fuji Photo Film Co., Ltd.), 
9 February 2001, entire text, all drawings 

Docxoment 8: JP 8-289270 A (Mitsubishi Electric Corp.), 1 
November 1996, entire text, all drawings 

(1) Claims 1 and 2, and 4 to 6 

The invention described in claim 1 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of docLiments 1 to 8 • 

Documents 1 to 7 disclose a feature wherein line 
status is determined according to a transmission-related 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 
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time (transmission time, reception time, or the like), and 
depending on the line status, at least one of the quality 
or quantity (frame rate, resolution, or the like) of data 
to be transmitted is modified. 

A technical concept wherein adaptive control is 
performed according to a trend in transmission-related 
time is known in the art, as disclosed in document 3 (see 
especially paragraphs [0041] to [0051]). 

Further, a technical concept wherein a specified 
amount of information is transmitted during initialization 
of transmission, and line status is determined according 
to the time required for that transmission is known in the 
art, as disclosed in document 8. 

The decision as to whether processing related to the 
determination of line status shall be performed at the 
receiving end, at the transmitting end, or at both ends 
falls within the range of features fittingly determined at 
the discretion of a person skilled in the art. (For 
example, there may be cases wherein performing line status 
determination at the transmitting end is preferred in 
order to avoid a complicated configuration on the 
receiving end or to avoid the need to perform feedback on 
control data, or the like.) 

Thus, a person skilled in the art could easily 
conceive of producing the invention described in claims 1 
and 2 and 4 to 6 by applying the known technical concepts 
disclosed in documents 3 and 8 to the inventions disclosed 
in docxaments 1 to 7 . 

Meanwhile, see item (2) below for an explanation of 
the decision regarding those inventions set forth in 
claims 4 to 6 limited to those which refer to claim 3. 



Form PCT/IPE A/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PR 



INARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Interna^^^pplication No. 

PCT/JP 02/11994 



(2) Claim 3 

The invention described in claim 1 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of dociaments 1 to 8. 

See item (1) above for an explanation of the 
decision regarding the features of claim 3 which are the 
same as, are shared with, or are similar to the features 
set forth in claims 1 and 2 • 

The use of transmission time and reception time is 
disclosed in document 2 (see paragraph [0008], for 
example) . 

Further, when evaluating the size of two given 
values X and y, evaluating the two values according to the 
difference therebetween (x-y or y-x) , and evaluating the 
two values according to the ratio of one to the other (x/y 
or y/x) are both standard practice in the art. 

In the light of the above, determining line status 
according to a ratio of reception time to transmission 
time, as described in claim 3, falls within the range of 
features fittingly determined at the discretion of a 
person skilled in the art. 



(3) Claims 7 to 12 

The invention described in claim 1 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of docviments 1 to 8 . 

See item (1) above for an explanation of the 
decision regarding the features of claims 7 to 12 which 
are the same as, are shared with, or are similar to the 
features set forth in claims 1 and 2 and 4 to 6. 

See item (2) above for an explanation of the 
decision regarding the features of claims 7 to 12 which 
are the same as, are shared with, or are similar to the 
features set forth in claim 3. 

In general, when transmitting an image, the decision 
of what elements (for example, compression ratio, frame 
rate, screen size, image quality, and so on) on which to 
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perform adaptive control is deemed to fall within the 
range of features fittingly determined at the discretion 
of a person skilled in the art. 

Further, the decision as to which element (s) shall 
. be given priority in terms of quantity/quality is merely a 
design feature fittingly determined at the discretion of a 
person skilled in the art upon consideration of such 
details as the purpose of the device or service. 

In the light of the above, performing adaptive 
control as described in claims 7 to 12 falls within the 
range of features fittingly determined at the discretion 
of a person skilled in the art. 
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